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Assignment 4

Billy’s decision was rational although he was under the heavy influence of alcohol. Billy had a violent past whereby he had been bullied by his parents by his classmates and grew up being beaten by his parents. He harbored the perception that the only way to discipline a person was through violence since he would be beaten using belts, sticks and broom handles. When the old man insulted Billy, he felt that the only way to punish him was through beating him senseless, because that is the only way he knew. His decision, therefore, was rational. According to the rational choice model, a person desires some goals and uses the means possible to achieve the goals (Cornish, Derek and Ronald 23). Billy desired to punish the old man for insulting him, and he used the only means he knew how to punish him. He attacked him with fists and stomped him until when he felt that he had achieved his desire. 

Billy attacked the old man out of his own free will. He, therefore, had a high degree of freedom. The decision he made was rational, and at his age, he knew what is right and what is wrong. Furthermore, he had scored above average on an IQ test; therefore, he was fairly intelligent and aware of the consequences of his action. According to the rational choice theory, crime is committed out of free will, and no one forced Billy to beat up the old man (Cornish, Derek and Ronald 23). 

Billy deserved punishment fit for a seventeen-year-old, which is a juvenile prison. He was too young for adult prison because since he was a homosexual, the older men in the prison would take advantage of him. 
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